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Role of Earthworms to the Soil Improvement

and the Agroecosystems
HE Yan-cai
(Bioengineering Department of Huagiao University, Quanzhou 362011)

Abstract: Earthworms till the soil more intimately than any plough. By burrowing, they provide aera-
tion. Earthworm manure (called castings) is highly valued by gardeners, they promote bacteria in the
soil, and most soil bacteria, rather than being bad germs, are useful in such things as converting am -
monium to a form of nitrogen that plants can absor; and breaking down other complex molecules so
roots can absorb them. They help with the treatment of animal manure or city sewage. In furtherance
of agriculture, earthworms are responsible for the development of organic agricmlfure and agroevosy s-
tem.
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